SATAN TEMPTS JESUS TO DISOBEY THE HEAVENLY FATHER

Matthew 4:1-11
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ON ROUTE TO CLASSROOM:

Walk outside to a spot where there is a clear view of the highest point of the

church roof. Discuss what would happen if someone jumped or fell from that
spot.

PRAISE GOD IN THE GATES (BEFORE ENTERING THE CLASSROOM DOOR):

Today's story is about Satan trying to TEMPT Jesus to disobey God. But Jesus
obeyed God through every TEMPTATION (ideas that are wrong).

Satan tried to trick Jesus with lies, but Jesus HELD ONTO THE TRUTH (the Word
of God). God's Word was sharp like a sword. It cut through Satan's lies and
protected the heart and mind of Jesus.

Let's declare together: GOD'S WORD IS SHARP

GOD'S
WORD IS
SHARP

WORKTABLES: student worksheets / step-by-step guide

Printing: GOD'S WORD IS SHARP
Draw and Color: A SWORD

GODS WORD 1S SHARP
GODS WORD 1S SHARP


http://biblelessons4children.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/drawing-lesson-1.pdf
http://biblelessons4children.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/worksheet-TEMPTATION-blank-1-scaled.jpg

SONGS AT CIRCLE:

¢ Transition: Criss Cross Applesauce

e Call to worship: | Hear the Blowing of the Shofar

e Year Theme Song: God Covers Me in Armor

® Song for January: Create In Me A Clean Heart /songsheet/ Instrument: Triangle

e Song for January: God's Word Is A Lamp To My Feet / Tune and words / Debka
Dance

¢ Song for January: I'll Hide God's Word In My Heart, Heart, Heart

BIBLE STORY HEART PREPARATION:

e Song: Holy Spirit Teach Us / Tune only / Lyrics and Actions
¢ Find the story in one of the student Bibles. Encourage the children to read the
story with their families at home.

FORMAT CHOICES: Dramatize using JESUS costume and a stuffed snake for
Satan OR Story Telling with props (Jesus doll, stuffed snake, rocks, tall toy building,
globe) OR Read: The Temptation of Jesus

MAIN POINTS FOR STORYTELLING FORMAT:

e  After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led Him into the wilderness. The
wilderness is a hard place to be. There are no grocery stores in the wilderness,
no houses or hotels, no restaurants... it is a desert place. While Jesus was there,
He was fasting; He was saying NO to food. He was hungry for God. He was
listening to (feeding on) God’s Word and praying. His FATHER was making Him
strong on the inside.

e Well, along came that sneaky snake. Remember him? He's the one who tricked
Adam and Eve in the garden. He wanted to destroy Adam and Eve, so he told
them a lie. And, oh no, they listened to the sneaky snake!

¢  Now, Satan wanted to trick and destroy Jesus! “If only he could trick Jesus and
get Him to listen to my lies,” he thought. So Satan said, “Jesus, you have been
saying NO to food. You must be very hungry. If You really are the Son of God,
why don’t You use Your power to turn these stones into bread? You need bread
to stay alive.”

e  But Jesus shook His head and said, “No, Satan. The Word of God says, “Man
needs more than bread. Man needs the Word of God.” Jesus did NOT listen to
Satan. He listened to God, His Father.

e  Humph! Satan was mad. He didn’t trick Jesus. “I really want to destroy
Jesus!” So he tried again.

e  Satan took Jesus to the rooftop of the Temple and said, “Go ahead and jump off
the roof, Jesus! If You really are the Son of God, angels will catch You!”

e  But Jesus shook His head and said, “No, Satan. The Word of God says, “Do not
test God.” Jesus did NOT listen to Satan. He listened to God, His Father.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-D1NV1cKWg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6khg9svAxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sy-PsWb-4wk
http://biblelessons4children.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/SONG-Create-in-me-a-clean-heart-1-scaled.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZlisWzhoN4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44vz7FdzfS4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4WPhdVKbp8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pKWVtTUVGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWhA-hOMf7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WODAdhxZqDQ&feature=youtu.be
http://biblelessons4children.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/TITW-0.pdf

e Humph, Humph!! Satan was mad. He still didn't trick Jesus. So he tried one
more time.

e  Satan took Jesus to a VERY TALL mountain and said, “Look at all the land and all
the people, Jesus. If You bow down to me, | will give it all to You!”

e  But Jesus shook His head and said, “No, Satan. The Word of God says, “Worship
only God. Do not bow down to any other god.” Jesus did NOT listen to
Satan. He listened to God, His Father.

¢ Humph, Humph, Humph!!! Satan was very mad. He could NOT trick Jesus. So
satan left. Angels came and took care of Jesus.

e Jesus was stronger than Adam and Eve. And Jesus is stronger than Satan. Jesus
had God'’s protection. The Word of God was protecting Jesus from Satan’s lies!
JESUS always OBEYED His Father! He will help us obey God, too. God wants us to
be safe from the sneaky, lying snake. God has REALLY GOOD things for us when
we listen to Him.

CHALLENGE: TRUTH vs LIE / RIGHT vs WRONG THINKING: pdf

CHALLENGE:

THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT PROTECTS OUR HEARTS AND
MINDS FROM SATAN'S LIES

THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT IS FOR FIGHTING WITH
EACH OTHER

PRAYER: pdf



http://biblelessons4children.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/T-or-L-TEMPTATION-OF-JESUS-scaled.jpg
http://biblelessons4children.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/prayer-TEMPTATION.jpg

FREE PLAY IN CENTERS:
Release children one at a time, with their play cards, to choose a center.

e DRY TABLE: White sand with red hearts

e TRAIN TABLE: Cars/Trucks and Roadway

e KITCHEN: Standard Foods

e PLAY DOUGH: Assorted Play dough Colors / Shape Cutters
e EASEL: Temptation coloring page pdf

OPTIONAL CRAFT:

Call students 1 at a time to work on the SWORD project

POSTER: Each child finds their own full body tracing. Each child labels his/her sword
using sticker labels.



http://biblelessons4children.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/temptation-coloring.pdf
http://biblelessons4children.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/SWORD-STICKERS-text-scaled.jpg

CLEAN-UP:

Students must tidy up the centers where they were playing when the timer rang.
Teachers/helpers oversee this activity. Students learn to sort and return items to
their proper place. In so doing, they are learning to take care of the classroom. It also
helps them be prepared for dismissal. Once the centers are tidy, students move to
the BOOK NOOK and quietly look at books.

BOOK NOOK:

FEATURED GAME:

e |f parents have not arrived after 5 minutes of quiet reading, lead the children in
a game (such as Bean Bag Toss, Duck Duck Goose, Doggie Doggie Who Has My
Bone, | Spy, etc).

DISMISSAL:

e Assign an adult to greet parents/guardians.

e (Call students ONE AT A TIME when families arrive. Prompt the remaining
student to call out, “GOODBYE (student’s name).”

e  Families check mailboxes. Today's TAKE HOME: TEMPTATION worksheet /
TEMPTATION booklet pdf


http://biblelessons4children.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/TITW-0-1-bw-1.pdf

